
                            
    

 
                                                                                                   

 

 

 

22nd February 2007 
 

Bloomers Go Wild for 2007 
 
Creature features will be the key to success for thousands of communities taking part 
in RHS Britain in Bloom this year. 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) has introduced a „Bloomin‟ Wild‟ theme for 
2007 to encourage communities to design and plant for wildlife. 
 
Simon Thornton-Wood, RHS Director of Science and Learning, said, “Increased 
urbanisation and modern farming practices have eroded almost all natural habitat for 
our native species of wildlife.  Actively managed public and private gardens and 
green spaces can provide remarkably rich environments that are becoming a vital 
alternative. Everyone can make a contribution to the design and planting of private 
and public spaces to encourage insects, amphibians, birds and mammals – and it‟s 
enjoyable too, creating a display that everyone can enjoy.” 
 
RHS Britain in Bloom want children everywhere to help champion wildlife gardening 
in their communities and they have produced a Creature Calendar that lists creatures 
to look out for, from the Buff-tipped Bumblebees to the Marmalade Hoverfly.  
 
Jim Buttress, RHS Britain in Bloom Chairman of Judges, said, “Britain in Bloom is 
more than just flowers and bedding displays.  Community involvement is one of the 
central themes for the campaign: engaging children and young people is vital for 
success. With „Bloomin‟ Wild‟, we want to involve more people in the Campaign, and 
show another way in which Britain in Bloom contributes to a healthy environment for 
everyone ” 
 
Ends 

 

For more information contact: Renee Dodds in the RHS Press Office on 0207 
821 3657 or email reneedodds@rhs.org.uk   www.rhs.org.uk/britaininbloom  
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The RHS Britain in Bloom Creature Calendar 
 
There are over 22,000 species of insect in Britain, many of which can be found in gardens, parks or 
other public-access open spaces.  Insects are most abundant and active during the summer but they 
can be found throughout the year. 

 

FEBRUARY:    Springtails  
 
Description:  Springtails are a group of white, black or yellowish brown wingless insects about1-3mm 
long. 
Where to find them:  In leaf litter and compost heaps.  To find them, sift through some damp leaf litter 
and look for small globular or elongate insects that jump.  Alternatively lay some damp white paper on 
top of a compost heap; 24 hours later there should be springtails on the underside.   
Interesting fact: Springtails feed on decaying plant material and fungal growth.  They can jump up to 
10 times their own body length when disturbed. 

 

MARCH:   Buff-tipped bumblebee 
 
Description: Bumblebees are about 20mm long. The large bumblebees seen in the spring are 
queens (fertile females), which have emerged from hibernation and are beginning to establish their 
nests.   
Where to find them: Feeding on nectar and gathering pollen on early spring flowers 
Interesting fact: Bumblebees and other bees are of vital importance in gardens as they help pollinate 
fruit blossom and other flowers.  Without them there would be no fruit to eat.  For more information on 
bumblebees, see www.bumblebeeconservationtrust.co.uk.  

 
APRIL:   Orange-tip butterfly  
 
Description: Orange-tip butterfly males are unmistakable because of the orange wing tips.  The 
females lack the orange markings but are otherwise similar with yellowish green mottling on the 
underside of the wings. They have a wing span of approximately 30-35mm. 
Where to find them:  Adult butterflies visit flowers to suck nectar with their long proboscis.  Eggs are 
laid on the flower stalks of wild flowers, such as hedge garlic and lady‟s smock, where the pale green 
caterpillars feed on the seed pods.  This butterfly is on the wing from mid April-mid June.  For more 
information on butterflies and moths, see www.butterfly-conservation.org.  

 

MAY:   Pond skater  
 
Description: Pond skaters are about 8-10mm long and have long slender legs that enable them to 
stand on the surface of ponds, lakes, canals and slow-moving rivers.  They hop across the water 
surface in search of other drowned insects on which they feed.   
Where to find them: On the surface of ponds from spring to early autumn.  

 

JUNE:  Banded demoiselle  
 
Description: A type of damselfly about 45mm long that is active during May to September.  The 
males are unmistakable because of the vivid blue blotch on the wings.  The females have uniformly 
pale green wings.   
Where to find them: The nymphal stages develop in slow-moving rivers and streams and also 
sometimes in ponds and lakes.   
Interesting fact: Both adult damselflies and their nymphs are predators.  Adult damselflies catch 
small insects in flight, using their spiny legs to seize their prey.  The banded demoiselle is widely 
distributed in England, Wales and Ireland but appears to be absent from Scotland.  In mid summer, 
there are many other species of damselflies and dragonflies to be seen near ponds, lakes, canals and 
streams, including in Scotland.  For further information see www.dragonflysoc.org.uk. 



 
 
 

JULY:  Marmalade hoverfly  
 
Description: The Marmalade hoverfly is unique amongst the 276 species of hoverflies in Britain in 
having double black stripes on some of the abdominal body segments.  It is about 8mm long. 
Where to find them: It is one of the most common hoverflies and can be seen visiting garden flowers 
to feed on pollen and nectar from spring to early autumn.  It has larvae that feed on greenfly and other 
aphids.   
Interesting fact: Hoverflies have the ability to hover in flight, hence their common name.  For further 
information on hoverflies, see www.hoverfly.org.uk.  

 
AUGUST:  Black-tipped soldier beetle 
 
Description: A reddish brown beetle, about 9mm long, with black tips to its wing cases. 
Where to find them: They are frequently seen in late summer on the flowers of thistles, hogweed, 
wild parsnip and ragwort in meadows and on waste ground.   
Interesting fact: This species is sometimes called a blood sucker beetle, presumably because of its 
colour but it does not bite or suck blood!  The adult beetles feed on nectar and pollen; their soil-
dwelling larvae prey on other soil insects. 

 

SEPTEMBER: Green shield bug 
 
Description: Green shield bugs are about 10mm long and have broad, flattened bodies with a shield-
like shape.  The adults are pale green with a blackish-brown triangular area at the rear end.  
Where to find them: The adults overwinter in sheltered places and can be found after they have 
emerged in late spring but are more readily found in late summer-early autumn.  At that time they can 
often be seen sunning themselves on the foliage of a wide range of plants   
Interesting fact:  The green shield bug is unlikely to be seen in Scotland but there are other species 
of shield bugs, mostly yellowish brown in colour that can be found there.   

 

OCTOBER: Red admiral  
 
Description: Red Admiral is a 60mm wingspan migrant butterfly that flies to Britain from elsewhere in 
Europe.  It can be found from spring to autumn but is most frequently seen in late summer-autumn.   
Where to find them: This butterfly visits the flowers of ivy, Michaelmas daisy, buddleia and many 
other garden flowers to feed on nectar.  The caterpillar stage feeds on the leaves of stinging nettles.  
For further information on butterflies and moths, see www.butterfly-conservation.org.  

 

NOVEMBER: Winter moth  
 
Description:  Only the males are winged and have a typical moth appearance.  The females are 
wingless, with much fatter bodies than the males, and resemble six-legged spiders.  Males have a 
wingspan of 18-22mm. 
Where to find them: They are active during November-mid January.  Examine the trunks of fruit trees 
and other deciduous trees, such as oak, lime, hornbeam, sycamore and birch, where you should find 
males resting.  If you are lucky you may also find the more elusive females.  Like most moths, winter 
moth is active at night, so search for this insect by torchlight on mild evenings.  Winter moth 
caterpillars feed during March-early June on the foliage of many deciduous trees and shrubs. 

 

DECEMBER: Holly leaf-mining fly   
 
Description: The small adult fly is rather inconspicuous and it lays eggs on the young foliage in early 
summer.  After hatching from the egg, the maggot bores into the leaf and feeds on the internal tissues 
before pupating inside the leaf in the following spring. 



Where to find evidence of them: When gathering holly for Christmas decorations, have a look at the 
foliage.  Some leaves may have yellowish or purplish white blotches on the upper leaf surface.  This is 
where the inside of the leaf has been eaten by the maggots or larvae of holly leaf miner.   

 

JANUARY:  Seven-spot ladybird  
 
Description: This bright red ladybird has seven black spots on its wing cases and is approximately 5-
6mm long. While looking for 7-spot ladybirds you may encounter other species of ladybird.  They can 
be identified using the website www.ladybird-survey.org. 
Where to find them: Overwinters as adult beetles that can be found resting either on twiggy shrubs or 
on winter leaves, either singly or in groups.   
Interesting fact: During the summer, this ladybird and its larvae are important predators of greenfly 
and other aphids.   

 
All creature images available from www.papicselect.com or email reneedodds@rhs.org.uk 

 
Britain in Bloom finalists 2007 
 
Champion of champions 

Garstang (small town) 
Alness (small town) 
St Ives & Carbis Bay 
Broughshane 
 
Large City 
Nottingham  

Plymouth 
Leeds 
 
City          

London Borough of Brent 
Stockton-on-Tees 
Dundee 
 
Small City        

Stevenage 
Rugby 
Bury 
Horsham 
Bangor 
Durham 
 
Large Town          

Bury St Edmunds 
Kendal 
Douglas 
Congleton 
Llandudno 
  
Town         

Oakham 
City of London 
Morpeth 
Forres 
Henley-on-Thames 
Todmorden 
 
Small Town      

Alcester 
Grouville 
Pitlochry 
Wimborne Minster 
Cricklade 
  
 
 

 
 
Large Village        

Orsett 
Kirkby Stephen 
St Andrew's, Guernsey 
Upton upon Severn 
Comrie 
Helmsley 
 
Village        

Rosliston 
Earsdon 
Duffus 
Instow 
Scarva 
Raglan 
Darley 
 
Small Village       

Heysham 
 
Urban  Regeneration 

Norwich, Chapelfield 
St Philips & St Paul's Floral Trail 
Cardiff Bay 
 
Urban Community 

Spondon 
Rowlands Gill, Newcastle 
Newton Heath 
Uddingston 
Aldwick (Bognor Regis) 
Hayle 

Beeston 
 
Coastal Resort       

Great Yarmouth 
Cleethorpes 
St. Helier 
Saltburn-by-the-Sea 
Lytham 
North Berwick 
Bognor Regis 
Westbourne 
Sidmouth 
Whitehead 
Criccieth 
Whitby 

http://www.papicselect.com/
mailto:reneedodds@rhs.org.uk


  

 
For more information contact: Renee Dodds in the RHS Press Office on 0207 
821 3657 or email reneedodds@rhs.org.uk   www.rhs.org.uk/britaininbloom  
 
 
Notes to the Editor: 
 For more information on how to attract wildlife into your garden, go to 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/Learning/research/conservation_and_environment.asp or to get involved in 
the Wild about Gardens Project, a joint initiative between the Royal Horticultural Society and The 
Wildlife Trust go to http://www.wildaboutgardens.org/  

 Britain in Bloom is the largest horticultural campaign in Europe.  It encourages people to create 
long-lasting improvements to their local environments through high levels of cleanliness and the 
imaginative planting of trees, shrubs and flowers.   

 All entries, judges and representatives from the RHS are available for interview.  For further 
information about RHS Britain in Bloom, including details of past results or to arrange interviews 
please contact Renee Dodds in the RHS Press Office on T. 020 7821 3657 M. 07970 138 322 or 
email: reneedodds@rhs.org.uk  

 Images can be downloaded free of charge from www.papicselect.com Register online free of 
charge or call T. 020 7821 3006.  

 

 

About the RHS 

The RHS is the UK’s leading gardening charity dedicated to advancing horticulture and promoting good 

gardening. Its charitable work includes undertaking scientific research into issues affecting gardeners, 

holding plant trials and educational events and activities. 

 

RHS membership is for anyone with an interest in gardening. Support the RHS and secure a healthy 

future for gardening. For more information call: 0845 130 4646, or visit www.rhs.org.uk 

 

Reg charity no. 222879 
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